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LA PAZ, Oct. 11—The death

of Che Guevara—which seems
confirmed to the degree that
human capability permits—
can also be read as the obitu-
ary of the seven-month-old

Communist guerrilla cam-|great lengths to avoid close

paign in Bolivia’s southeast-
ern jungles.

Last Sunday, when Bolivian|campaign. Although the Unit-
sodiers gunned down a guer-| ed States is an avowed support-

riths chieftain later identified
a© Guevara, they did more

then kill the most mysterious|government, - U.S. policymak-

Bolivian guerrilla movement
was to suck the United States
into a massive military in-
volvement here.

But, in fact, from the very
outset of the guerrilla activity
the United States has gone to

identification with the Boliv-
jan armed forces’ repression

er of President Rene Barrien-
tos Ortuno’s military-backed

a mystical Latin American|ers have been aware of the
ragolutionary of modern times. implications of their rushingi

mrmw also delivered thelin troops and equipment. ]
canp de grace to an insurgent| This is not to say that Swm:.d
n@vement whose electrifying|ington maintained a strict
e@ly successes had disinte- hands-off-policy. There was a
gMAted in recent weeks into an definite acceleration of cer-
uhroken string of reverses.|tain military supplies previ-

ten in combat and with
tigir urban support groups

ously earmarked for Bolivia.
Some additional U.S. military

epded, the guerrillas had personnel were brought in—

cidsed over the past month
t@pose a significent threat to
tBE status quo in this turbu-

cattered remnants of the
-odd Bolivians, Cubans and

leggt Andean country.
ht

notably a Special Forces coun-
ter-insurgency team whose
job was to train a Bolivian
ranger batallion in anti-guer-
rilia tactics. :

However, ail this personnel,
jncluding the Special: Forces

athers that originally .

e, Seibint ey e ety oo
w _ww anw,wo and a.vqo_um_w_dm where the guerrilias were op-
g or some time. BUlierating. During the entire pe

their status now is that of}iod, U.S. military personnel
itives wandering the vastiin Bolivia has never totaled

vgid that is the Bolivian back-

lamds.

more than apout 150.
As to the LCIA, there prob-

Srhe guerrillas  disarray|ably is some JUStification to
mpans the end, wﬁ least for{the suspicion that it played a
Mw, of Guevara’'s wmvmﬂ.mdn discreet advisory role here.
sgheme 8@ S.wﬁm?na Bolivia|Most observers think, for ex-
L lo the w.:.mn Eum series of|ample, that the impregsive
dittle Vietnams” scatteredidisplay of photographs and

sgross Latin America.

other evidence about Gue-

stﬁ. since the August meet-|vara’s presence here, unveiled

upls in Havana, it has been!could not have been put to-

ﬁ of - Latin revolutionary by Bolivia two weeks ago,

sQparent that one of the main|gether without some highly
aims of the Cuban-supported professional outside help.

The country is a desperately

'

!
|

But whatever the degree of (poor one that has a long his-
U.S. involvement, the evidence
indicates that its effect was
marginal at best in turning
back the guerrilla threat. In-
stead, what seems to have
turned the tide was miscalcu-
lations by the guerrillas and
an increase in the Bolivian
army’s competence to exploit
these mistakes.

Originally, the country
seemed an ideal choice for the
testing of the Guevara thesis
that communism can be
brought to Latin America only
through guerrilla warfare.

tory of violence. Discontent
with the present regime is
rather widespread. Its terrain
of towering Andean peaks and
dense jungle is ideal for in-
surgent activities.

As a result, from their first
appearance in late March
until the middle of August,
the guerrilla bands had been
able to strike almost at will
against army patrols, com-
posed largely of badly trained
teenage conscripts. The army
lost more than 30 men while
the guerrillas suffered only

one kmown casualty.

By mid-August, however,
events indicated that the guer-
rillas were suffering a severe
erosion of their existing sup-
plies and were unable to get were learning the hard way.
replenishments from - sympa-
thizers in the cities. In addi-
tion, they made the mistake of

expanding out of their original
zone of operations, where they this int,
bad been able to move about

their mobility was greatly less-

ened and their available es-|that the Sadowy Cuban and ; S N
cape routes greatly reduced in admitted his identity but Biad

ihad been b

By the end of September, the command announced officially
guerrillas had suffered heavy|that Guevara, brought to the
losses and were known to befend of his rope by asthma
in a general state of rout. Atland rheumatism, was among
S military sources,|them.

e which Bad apcumulated consid-| Yesterday, Ovando told re-
unhampered, into areas where erable .Snmaem pointing to|porters that before dying of his
Guevara’s,leadership, revealed| wounds Guevara not only wmg

the 16 exhdysted companions|conceded that his Bolivian @m-
led up in a re-|paign had failed.

west of the military post of

At the same time, the Boliv-{Camiri.
ian army was transferring| A tense cat-and-mouse game
more seasoned troops in and|followed, culminating Sunday!

those already on the scene

in a bloody fight where four
guerrillas were killed. The fol-
lowing day, the Bolivian high
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